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APPENDIX 2: AGENDA

US CLIVAR WORKSHOP ON THE DYNAMICS AND PREDICTABILITY OF
THE ATLANTIC ITCZ AND ITS REGIONAL CLIMATIC INFLUENCES

Wednesday, 18 September 2002 AM:

8:30 – 9:00 Registration, coffee & light breakfast

9:00 – 9:30 Introduction: meeting goals and overview of the problem (S. Zebiak,

Y. Kushnir, A. Robertson, N. Ward).

PART I: CLIMATE PREDICTION – THE CHALLENGE

9:30 – 9:55 “Integrated resource management and development to improve
resilience to drought in Northeast Brazil”: Upmanu Lall (Columbia
U.).

9:55 – 10:20 “A climate and health initiative for West Africa”: Madeleine

Thomson (IRI).

10:20 – 10:45 Coffee break

10:45 – 11:10 "Challenges in predicting tropical Atlantic SSTs and their associated

climate impacts": Lisa Goddard (IRI).

11:10 – 11:35 "Towards predicting Tropical Atlantic SST and rainfall in Brazil":

Paulo Nobre (CPTEC/INPE, Brazil).

11:35 – 12:00 Discussion & questions to speakers.

12:00 – 1:30 Lunch

Wednesday, 18 September 2002 PM:

PART II: THE PHYSICAL SYSTEM – PATTERNS AND PROCESSES

1:30-1:55 "The Atlantic ITCZ: structure, annual cycle, interannual and longer-

term variability": Stefan Hastenrath (University of Wisconsin).

1:55 – 2:20 “Remote influences on the tropical Atlantic climate system”:

Ramalingam Saravanan, (NCAR).
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2:20 – 2:45 “Coupled variability in the tropical Atlantic”: Ping Chang (Texas

A&M University).

2:45 – 3:15 “Simulating the Atlantic ITCZ climate with regional models” (2

talks): Liquiang Sun (IRI) and Kerry Cook (Cornell University).

3:15 – 3:40 “The TA ocean circulation and its role in determining SST”: Jim

Carton (UMD).

3:40 – 4:10 Coffee break

4:10 – 4:45 “The role of land surface processes in regional climate dynamics” (2

talks): David Neelin, (UCLA) and Max Suarez (NASA/GSFC).

4:45 – 5:30 “The role of convection in ITCZ and large-scale dynamics” (3 talks):

John Chiang/Adam Sobel (JISAO/Columbia U.), Dave Raymond

(New Mexico Tech), Chidong Zhang (U. Miami/RSMAS).

5:30 – 6:00 Discussion & questions to speakers.

6:00 RECEPTION

Thursday, 19 September 2002 AM:

8:30 – 9:00 Coffee & light breakfast

9:00 – 9:45 Plenary – discussion of workshop goals and formation of working

groups by three subjects:

--- The marine ITCZ

--- Continental climates

--- SST variability

9:45 – 10:00 Coffee break

00 – 12:30 Working group discussions (The groups’ assignment is to determine and prioritize the
outstanding issues in each subject and prepare a presentation to the plenary. The groups
should also attempt to draw a tentative research/observation plan to address these issues).

12:30 – 1:30 Lunch
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Thursday, 19 September 2002 PM:

1:30 – 3:00 Reconvene in plenary for initial working group reports and

discussions.

3:00 – 3:20 Coffee break

3:20– 5:20 Programmatic and International issues: CLIVAR & international

programs relevant to the tropical Atlantic: VAMOS/LBA, EPIC,

VACS/AMMA, PIRATA, Tropical Atlantic Process Studies Plans

(under US CLIVAR), South Atlantic, European activities etc.

5:20 – 6:00 Discussion

Friday, 20 September 2002 AM:

8:15 – 8:45 Coffee & light breakfast

8:45 – 9:15 Plenary – revisiting Wednesday’s working groups summaries and

recasting them in terms of two objectives:

--- The planning of processes, observational, and modeling studies

--- The planning predictability and impact studies

The goals are to outline a plan of action to advance the understanding

and prediction of the Atlantic ITCZ and its climatic linkages.

9:15 – 10:45 Breakout group discussions of the two objectives

10:45 – 11:00 Coffee break

11:00 – 12:00 Plenary – summary of breakout groups’ discussions and future

assignments.

12:00 Adjourn
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